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WOW! What a great God...

...He DOES see the plight of the poor and needy, the widow and the orphan.

Abigail Ministries is ONE YEAR OLD
and we have seen God’s powerful hand at
work in amazing ways during that time.

Abigail Ministries supports families
living in the slum district of Dagoretti
under the title of The Daylove Family
Project. We help them by sponsoring
one or two of the children to go to
school, by inviting the mum/grandmother
to be included in our micro-business
programme, by making their homes
more secure and weatherproof and where
necessary and possible, by rebuilding the
home. We also provide other basic comforts
for the home such as beds, mattresses,
blankets, charcoal burners, hurricane
lamps etc. At present we have just over
70 families benefiting from the project.

Home Improvements
Maria had been living in a tiny one-room
shack with her ten children for many
years. In the rainy season, rain would pour
through the countless holes in her roof
and walls, soaking the children while
they tried to sleep. We moved Maria to a
strong, weatherproof, two-room stone
house and provided beds, mattresses and
blankets. We paid her rent in advance for
6 months to give her a head start while
she built up her small business frying
chips and selling vegetables and charcoal
from her newly built stall; which Abigail
Ministries also provided for her.

Monica’s house needed to be rebuilt. The
roof leaked and the walls were made of a
framework of timber filled in with
cardboard. We gave her one new wall
and a new roof to keep the rain out. We
have promised to rebuild the remaining

walls and give her a floor when we return.

Micro-businesses

bring hope

Mary was delighted with her new stall;
well stocked with vegetables and grain
for her to sell.

Beth hopes her egg selling business will
thrive now that Abigail Ministries has
built a larger, stronger hen house for her
and stocked it with several chickens.

Many more women are still hoping to be
set up with micro-businesses so that they
can feed their children and pay the rent.

Women.are beginning

to gain independence
Veronica set up her sweet potato selling
business in April 2004. Piece by piece,
month by month she bought wood and
corrugated iron to build herself a new
house. By February this year she had all

the material she needed, she only needed ‘

money to pay the builder. We were so
proud of her that we gave her the
money and she immediately got her
new house built.

In April 2004 Grandma Mary’s pigs
were starving. She had no money to
buy food for them and they were near
to death. With no piglets to sell, she
and her grandchildren would also
have starved. Thanks to a generous
donator we were able to give Mary
money to buy enough food for
her pigs for 6 months. They

are now flourishing.

In February 2005 she

visited us to show

us the enrolment

forms for her
grandchildren to

go to High School. She can now pay
their school fees, thus giving them a
promising future.

Encouraging progress
with group work

The Tie and Dye Group made an
encouraging start in February. Eight
ladies begin in the morning with a time
of worship. They currently work in the
Church making beautifully coloured
Kangas which they then take into the
community to sell. We hope to provide
purpose-built accommodation for them

so that they can expand their work. >>




>> The Soap-making Group continues to flourish — when they have the necessary
ingredients. Deliveries are notoriously slow and unreliable in Kenya. Ten ladies attend
twice a week but if orders continue to increase there may be opportunity for more
ladies to form a second group.

Expanding our links with New Hope Children’s Centre
(formerly Stars for Jesus)

It was great to revisit these girls
who have been rescued from the
Streets, from rubbish tips and
from abusive homes and to see
them settling in to their new

: home in Uplands.

The new buildings are
progressing rapidly. The girls
are looking well and a lot more
< relaxed. We have funded Phyllis |
- and Carolyn to go to Tailoring
College this year and hope to

- : ' send more girls on
Apprenticeship Courses next year. Some girls who have reached High School standard
are working towards going on to Higher Education. If you would like details of how

to sponsor any of these courses, please contact us.

God is still the God of Miracles

1) We had been unable to make arrangements to visit Kijabe Hospital to discuss the
possibilities of Nursing Training for some of the girls of New Hope Children’s Centre.
On our one day visit there, the Medical Directors of the Hospital ‘just happened’
to pop in to the Centre as they were in the area. Up to that morning only God
knew of our desire to meet them. As a result of the meeting, some of the girls are
now working to obtain the relevant exams to apply to train as nurses at Kijabe.

2) We were GIVEN 2 acres of land. The only requirement is that Abigail Ministries
uses it for the Glory of God — the earth is the Lord’s and everything in it!

3) While staying at HfB (Homes for Brethren) for a few days we were offered 7x70ft
high Gum trees which were due to be cut down. The trunks are now being used in
the construction of the dormitory block at Daylove. The small branches were offered
to our families for use in cooking or for selling as firewood. The medium branches
are being stored for us to use in rebuilding/repairing homes when we return.

Pra—yer is Powerful

Praise God for all He has done this year
Pray for the Daylove Family Project
Pray for the teachers who work in difficult conditions at Daylove {
Pray for more encouraging progress for the Soap-Making and Tie & Dye Groups15
Pray for Anne Chegge and all the girls at New Hope Children’s Centre
Pray for wisdom and guidance for the use of the land

T x ¥ ¥ %k x %k

Pray for the Lord’s provision so that Abigail Ministries can continue to
increasingly help these needy people
#  Pray for our forthcoming trip to Kenya with our daughter Lindsay in February

God is touching hearts

to join us in this work
Many, many thanks to
our fundraisers:

To Pam who raised £500 for us when

she dedicated her 60th birthday party
to Abigail Ministries.

To Jane and her mum who grew
Petunias from seed and raised £50 by
selling them at their Church fete.

To Ruth who raised £60 by selling
balloon models to children’s parties.
She also writes and illustrates
wonderful Bible Stories for the
children at Daylove.

To Lindsay and Beccy who ran in the
Lucozade Hydro Active Women’s 5K
Challenge and were sponsored to the
fantastic sum of over £870. This money
will be used to fund a college course.

Many thanks also to several Churches
and Church groups who made Abigail
Ministries the beneficiary of their
annual charity donation.

And of course our grateful thanks to
our many very generous sponsors and
regular donators and to all who support
us in Prayer and encouragement. We
thank you all from the bottom of our
hearts and on behalf of all the needy
people in Kenya whose lives are being
changed by your love.

If you have any ideas for raising funds
for us we would be very grateful. One
idea being planned for the future is a

Charity Golf Tournament. We are sure
some of you have other ideas.

“MINISTRIES

26 Kingsfield Avenue North Harrow Middlesex HA2 6AT
T/F 020 8723 1331 E abiministries@aol.com

Registered Charity No. 1106824
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